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The year in review
A brief overview of Catholic Charities’ 
achievements during the fiscal year 
July 1, 2008–June 30, 2009. 

The compassion and generosity 
demonstrated by individuals, the  
diocese, and organizations both public  

and private enabled Catholic Charities 
to successfully pursue its mission  

to strengthen families and 
communities during the last  
fiscal year. The following is  
a brief look at the facts and 
figures associated with the 
wide range of programs  
and services provided by  
the agency. 

Brief Services
In Fort Wayne, Brief Services 

provided more than $125,000 
in direct financial assistance  

to 1,066 people. The greatest  
need continues to be in the areas  

of housing, utility assistance, and food. 
The Christmas Program served 56 families 
(a total of 203 family members), which  
was an increase of 21 families over the 
previous year. 

The Gift of Warmth, a program joining 
Catholic Charities and the Northern Indiana 
Public Service Company (NIPSCO), 
helped 185 Allen County families with 
more than $33,000 in gas-utility assistance. 
NIPSCO matches every dollar contributed 
by Catholic Charities. 

The Emergency Food and Shelter Program 
in Allen County, which ran in May and 
June, provided $18,000 to 60 families  
for rent and mortgage assistance to  
prevent eviction. 

Pauline and Major 
Klinker organize 
donated items.
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From the Executive Director

Catholic Identity
Every so often, I can count on someone 
asking me why we at Catholic Charities 
serve the poor and vulnerable of all faiths. 
It is “Catholic” Charities, the questioner 
emphasizes, none too obliquely, “so why 
don’t we serve just the poor and vulnerable 
who share our faith? Aren’t there more 
than enough Catholics in need of our 
services?”

It’s one question I can quite confidently 
answer because our mission is based solidly 
on the teachings of the Catholic Church. 
Consistent with the human values and 
spiritual vision of the Bible, the Catholic 
Church teaches us to promote the sanctity 
of life and the dignity of every person, 
regardless of his or her creed or belief. 
That is the Catholic identity—to have 
genuine concern for the welfare of all.

And, of course, there’s also the general 
definition of the word “catholic,” which 
includes  “universal in extent,” but perhaps 
is best encapsulated in the phrase “all of us.”

Yes, “all of us.” Working on behalf of the 
Church, Catholic Charities integrates the 
Catholic identity with the agency’s mission 
“to provide services to people in need, to 

advocate for justice in social structures, and 
to call the entire Church and other people 
of goodwill to do the same.”

In the pursuit of our mission, we are blessed 
to be able to work closely with the bishop 
and the diocese and parishes. To further 
our reach and stretch our resources, we also 
work with a host of faith-based and secular 
organizations, both public and private.  
At every juncture of our work—hiring 
staff, establishing a budget, negotiating 
contracts, expanding services—we remain 
mindful of our Catholic identity. 

We believe that God is always present in 
our midst, and we believe that charity is 
everyone’s responsibility. It’s what God 
wants, and there’s no greater call to action. 
To this end, Catholic Charities works with 
individuals, families, and communities to 
help them meet their needs, address their 
issues, eliminate oppression, and build a 
just and compassionate society. 

So, why do we do what we do? Because  
it’s the Catholic thing to do. And, it’s the 
right thing to do—being “Catholic” in all 
our endeavors.

Income by Source

Governmental
$3,752,922

Foundations & Trusts
$805,499

Interests & Dividends
$75,809

Other
$24,008

Program Fees
$518,945

United Way
$413,067

Diocesan Collections
$266,498

Diocesan Support
$234,092

Events & Contributions
$467,293

Expenses by Program

Older Adults
$2,324,006

Counseling
$97,770

Refugee/Immigration
$1,733,888

Community Services
$461,331

Child care
$837,462

Adoption/Pregnancy
$498,229

Admin/Public Relations
$680,656

Total: $6,633,342Total: $6,576,133

Foundations, trusts, and grants
Alcoa Foundation

Alice Oser Foundation

Alice Schreiber Trust 

American Dream–Public Interest  
	 Project, Indiana

Arts United of Greater Fort Wayne

Catholic Campaign for  
	 Human Development  
	 (Diocese Fort Wayne–South Bend)

Community Foundation  
	 of Greater Fort Wayne

Diocese of Fort Wayne–South Bend

Flynn Family Trust

Foellinger Foundation

General Electric Foundation

Hutzell Foundation

Magee-O’Connor Foundation

Mary Cross Tippman Foundation

Noble County Community Foundation

Olive B. Cole Foundation

Our Sunday Visitor Foundation

St. Joseph Community Health Foundation

St. Mary’s Heritage Foundation

United Way of Allen County

United Way of DeKalb County

United Way of Elkhart County

United Way of Huntington County

United Way of LaGrange County

United Way of Noble County

United Way of  
	 St. Joseph County

United Way of 				  
	 Steuben County

Verizon Foundation

Walsh, Perry, 				  
	 Hammond 				  
	 Foundation

Chairman of the Board  
Most Reverend 
John M. D’Arcy,  
	 Ex-Officio Diocese of  
	 Fort Wayne–South Bend

President  
Barbara O’Dea 
	 Community Participant

Vice President  
Kathy Denice                                     	
	 Today’s Catholic,  
	 Accounts Receivable

Secretary  
James Kitchens 
	 St. Elizabeth Parish,  
	 Business Manager 

Treasurer  
Stephen R. Smith 
	 Fort Wayne  
	 Neurological Center,  
	 Administrator 

Directors 
Douglas D. Anderson                    	
	 Attorney

Jonathan Housand 
	 Elkhart General  
	 Hospital Foundation,  
	 Executive Director

William J. Shustowski, Jr.                                       	
	 Vice President for  
	 University Advancement

Suzi Light                                     	
	 Kosciusko County  
	 Community Foundation

Rev. Christopher Cox, CSC                      
	 St. Adalbert Parish,  
	 Pastor

Andrea L. Hall 
	 Re/Max Results

 

Ampy G. Blaine 
	 Community Participant

Patrick Houlihan, CPA 
	 Houlihan, LLC 
	 Certified Public  
	 Accountant

Members 
Msgr. J. William Lester, 
	 Ex-Officio Pastor, Retired

Joseph Ryan, 
	 Ex-Officio Diocese of  
	 Fort Wayne–South Bend,  
	 Chief Financial Officer

Board of Directors

 
Catholic Charities  

in Fort Wayne completed the 
renovations of its library and 
offices to make them more 

secure. The lobby is updated, 
has a fresh look, and reflects  
a stronger Catholic identity.

Did you 
know?
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Review continued from cover

The Retired Senior Volunteer Program’s 
(RSVP) Community Center of Caring  
Food Pantry in Auburn served 4,150 families 
(a total of 14,408 individuals) in DeKalb 
County last year. Among those clients,  
530 families (1,1814 individuals) were new 
to the pantry. The South Bend Food Pantry 
served between 5,500 and 6,000 people 
during the last 12 months. 

Clients have also been able to obtain coats, hats, 
gloves, mittens, and scarves at the food pantry 
through the Share the Warmth Program offered by 
RSVP of DeKalb, LaGrange, Noble, and Steuben Counties. 
To date, more than 1,200 coats have been collected and 
distributed, along with hundreds of hats, scarves, and mittens. 
This year, 686 backpacks filled with school supplies were 
distributed to children in DeKalb County, and 776 were 
distributed in Noble County. 

Through its Rural Parish Outreach, Catholic Charities provided $15,000 in assistance  
for rent, mortgage payments, utility bills, food, and other material items to 120 families  
in Elkhart, LaGrange, Marshall, Noble, and Steuben counties. 

Family Services
In Fort Wayne, there are currently four families awaiting adoption placements from 
overseas—two from Ethiopia, one from Korea, and one from Russia. The agency placed 
four infants with waiting families this past year, and worked with other birth parents who 
parented. A case manager assisted 49 families through pregnancy services. 

In South Bend, 17 women began counseling with 
the possible option of choosing adoption, and 

three made adoption plans. There are currently 
three couples awaiting travel to Ethiopia or 
Thailand with a goal of adopting a total of 
seven children.    

Approximately 300 search and reunion 
inquiries were received, with about  

10 percent of callers following through 
with search requests.

In the Fort Wayne office, 230 home 
studies (88 percent of goal) were 
referred, have been completed, 
and submitted for peer review. 
Included were 77 special-needs 
adoption, 88 foster-care,  
15 Interstate Compact for  
the Placement of Children 
(ICPC), 30 step-parent,  
nine relative, and two private 

adoption studies. 

After passing a review by the State of Indiana in 2009, the agency had its child-placement 
licensing renewed through March 31, 2013.

During the past several years, the number of foster homes licensed by the Department  
of Child Services has increased from 270 to 280 homes, or approximately 430 individual 
foster parents. The foster family support coordinator and assistant developed, compiled, 
and sent out 10 newsletters annually to foster parents, informing them of support groups 
and training and providing them with additional newsworthy information. From July 2008 
to June 2009, 788 foster parents and 697 children attended nine support-group and 
training sessions. Approximately 300 foster parents and children were registered to  
attend the December 2008 Holiday Celebration, and approximately 118 foster parents 
and children attended the Family Picnic in June 2009. In the past year, the coordinator 
has had telephone contact with 269 people interested in receiving information on 
becoming foster parents.

In the Foster-Adoption-Kinship Training (FAKT) program, there were approximately  
530 licensed and 230 prospective foster, adoptive, and kinship-care providers. Specific 
statistics for training participation for this period included: 

•	 248 individuals attended pre-service training, with 239 completing the course. 

•	 104 individuals attended permanency planning, with 100 percent completing  
	 the course.

•	 881 individuals attended in-service opportunities, with 100 percent completing them.

•	 332 individuals attended adult and pediatric CPR training,  
	 with 100 percent completing it.

•	 306 individuals attended first aid, with 100 percent completing it.

•	 320 individuals attended universal precautions, with 100 percent  
	 completing the training.

continued on page 6

In August, 
Catholic Charities hosted 

five individuals from the Office 
of Refugee Resettlement, which is 

a division of the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services. Catholic 

Charities participated in interviews over 
two-and-a-half days and facilitated 

meetings with the community  
and officials from Refugee  

and Resettlement.  

Did you 
know?

Working with 
 Brief Services at  

St. John the Evangelist  
in Goshen are Catholic Charities 
Board President Barb O’Dea and 

Immigration Case Manager  
Luz Ostragnai. 

Working with  
Brief Services at  

St. John the Evangelist  
in Goshen are Immigration 

Case Manager Courtney 
Presson and Catholic Charities 

Board Vice President  
Kathy Denice.
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Education Creates Hope and Opportunity (ECHO) served 135 clients, 59 or whom were 
referred during the first half of the school year, between August and December 2008. For 
the 2008–2009 school year, 16 out of 16 clients earned high school diplomas.  

Immigration
In Fort Wayne, 385 immigration consultations were completed to provide initial guidance 
with an individual’s immigration case; 337 immigration applications were filed with the 
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS); and 118 filed applications were 
approved by USCIS for the fiscal year. Other applications are pending. Citizenship 
classes were successfully completed by 24 students.

In South Bend, 180 assessments were offered, and 200 families were helped with a wide 
variety immigration matters. Of the 100 applications filed, seven were approved, and the 
rest are pending. South Bend also continues to offer citizenship classes, and currently has 
three students.

The Hispanic Health Advocate program in Fort Wayne assisted more than 230 families 
and performed this service more than 420 times during the fiscal year. 

Counseling
In Fort Wayne, the program served 72 clients, and 

currently has a caseload of 49. In South Bend, 
the program is currently serving 15 clients on 

an ongoing basis.     

Review continued from page 5

On September 14, 
Catholic Charities was visited by 
U.S. Assistant Secretary of State  

Eric Schwartz, Barb Day, and  
Elizabeth Drew. Catholic Charities  
hosted and facilitated community  

meetings with the assistant secretary  
and staff. From left: Liz Drew,  
Barbara Day, Debbie Schmidt,  

and Eric Schwartz.

Refugee Resettlement Services
The program received a total of 586 refugees,  

the majority of them from Burma, in fiscal  
year 2008–09.

There were many improvements in 
expanding health-screening days.  
Medical advocates and the on-call medical 
interpretation program accomplished 

1,439 appointments for infectious disease 
control, 187 refugees were screened by the 

Department of Health, there were 335 Super 
Shot appointments, and there were 594 doctor 

appointments in the past six months.

Approximately 1,200 refugees were served in the job-
development program. More than 200 refugees were served 
in the English-as-a-second-language classes offered by 
Catholic Charities.

Childcare
Children’s Cottage in Fort Wayne served 119 children;  

as of the end of June, 91 children were enrolled. 

Services for older adults:

The Retired Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP) had more than 
1,083 active volunteers serving at 131 different sites and 
contributing 164,822 hours of service. According to the  
Points of Light Institute, those hours have a private-
sector value of $3,337,645.

RSVP of DeKalb, LaGrange, Noble, and 
Steuben Counties provided more than  
1,500 backpacks filled with school supplies 
to children of low-income families. RSVP 
members also made more than 80 quilts 
for Camp Watcha Wanna Do’s children 
suffering from cancer. RSVP members 
also collected and are in the process of 
distributing more than 1,200 coats to 
those in need in our four-county service 
area. Volunteers have also made more  
than 4,500 comfort items for those in  
need, including hats, mittens, scarves,  
quilts, comforters, catheter bags, lap robes,  
and walker bags.

Senior AIDES served 289 participants.  

Villa of the Woods, Catholic Charities’ residential community in Fort Wayne, provided 
7,139 days of care, or 89 percent of its goal. During the fiscal year, Villa of the Woods 
served a total of 25 individuals.  

On October 16, Catholic Charities 
sponsored the one-day Do’s and  

Don’ts for Immigration & Citizenship 
Conference, a collaborative effort joining 

Catholic Charities, the United Way,  
the Multi-Cultural Council, and the 

Knight Foundation. 

Did you 
know?

On June 26, a World 
Refugee Day celebration 
was hosted at Villa of the 

Woods, Catholic Charities’ 
community for older 
adults in Fort Wayne. 
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News

A commitment to family
For their tireless dedication to providing a loving home for 13 children through 
adoption, and their advocacy for adoption, Theresa and Mike Teders have 
received the 2009 Angels in Adoption Award.

“Eight was not enough” for Theresa and Mike Teders. Over the last two decades, the 
Teders have added to their family by providing an adoptive home for 13 children. And, 
add that to their four biological children.

Although Theresa and Mike will tell you that the joy they’ve experienced from being 
parents so many times over is reward enough, they’ve been officially recognized for their 
efforts as adoptive parents and advocates for adoption. In September, the Teders received 
the 2009 Angels in Adoption Award from the Congressional Coalition on Adoption 
Institute (CCAI). They were nominated by Catholic Charities and selected for the  
award by Congressman Mark Souder.

Theresa, Community Services Supervisor at Catholic Charities, and Mike, a vice president 
for Atlanta-based SunTrust, married in 1972 and already had four kids of their own—
Mike Jr., Richie, Cameron, and Jon—when in 1988, they decided to grow their family  
in an even more profound way through adoption.  

The Teders’ first adoption was a sibling group of three: Kristina, Amanda, and Joshua. “Seeing 
their picture is all that we needed,” Mike says. “We knew they were our children, and we 
worked from then on to bring them home. It was a wonderful experience for both of us.”  

Including Mike and Theresa, that brought the Teders family to nine members. Some 
would say they had a big family then, but according to the Teders, their hearts said 
something else.

In 1989, Mike and Theresa chose to adopt again, bringing into their lives Matthew,  
a baby boy with medical needs.  He was a premature baby and earned the nickname 
“Peanut” because he was so small. Again they knew he was their son. And their family 
numbered 10.

In 1991, the Teders adopted a sibling group of five—David, Derrick, Steven, 
Shawna, and Joe—so that the kids wouldn’t be separated. That brought 

the number of places to set at the dinner 
table to 15. “We heard it all,”  

Theresa says. “Some people were 
supportive; others were not; 

but most were just wide-
eyed and shook their 

heads in disbelief.”

In 1993, the Teders 
adopted Jessica, a 
baby girl born with 
medical problems. 
“We hadn’t even 
seen her, but we 
knew she was our 
little girl,” Theresa 
says. “She was as 

much of my heart as if I had 
given birth to her. We were very 
thankful that we were chosen by 
her birth mom.”  That brought 
the family to 16—and counting.

Theresa and Mike thought their 
family was finally complete, but a 
funny thing happened on the road of 
life. They were asked to participate in 
a group and become part of a team. After 
many hours of talking and trying to decide 
if they wanted to take on this leadership role, 
they decided they were still pulled toward adding to 
their family again.  

In 2003, Mike and Theresa began serving as foster parents 
for three teenage girls, Kaneshia, Jasmine, and Javani. 
Three years later, they formally adopted the trio, bringing 
the Teders family to 19 members. 

Michael and Theresa, married almost 37 years now, say they 
wouldn’t change a thing. “Our children have given us much more than 
we’ve ever given them,” Theresa says. “We’ve learned and grown through these 
experiences. We’ve learned that when someone says it takes more than love, they mean 
commitment, too—not just while they’re growing up, but for a lifetime. But, hey, that’s 
what being family means—it’s for a lifetime.”

Along with the joy, however, each child has brought unique challenges. The Teders’ 
adoptive children have come from backgrounds that have included various forms of 
abuse. As they’ve grown up, some of the kids have had brushes with gangs and drugs. 
There have been many trips to court for Mike and Theresa. 

“Not everything has been tied up in nice ribbons and pretty packaging,” Theresa says. 
“There have been, and still are, many ups and downs in our family. Life has changed over 
the years, and we’ve handled many things. Each of our children has had to deal with 
many issues in life, and it’s always changing. Even now, as adults, some of them are 
battling issues from their childhood.” 

As advocates for adoption, Mike and Theresa have presented at local, state, and national 
conferences, and they’ve spoken before many organizations concerning adoption. “We 
share our story with the hope that others will say, ‘I think I can do that,’ and one more 
child will find a place to call home,” Theresa says.

At the invitation of Congressman Souder, Theresa and Mike and Catholic Charities 
Executive Director Debbie Schmidt traveled to Washington, D.C., on September 30 for 
the CCAI’s annual Angels in Adoption awards ceremony. “It was an amazing, phenomenal 
experience,” Theresa says. “We had the opportunity to speak directly with members of 
Congress on a variety of adoption-related topics.”

Established in 2001, the CCAI is a nonpartisan organization dedicated to raising awareness 
about the tens of thousands of orphans and foster children in the United States and the 
millions of orphans around the world in need of permanent, safe, and loving homes through 
adoption. Angels in Adoption is the CCAI’s signature public-awareness campaign. 

Theresa and 
Mike Teders with 

Mark Souder 
(center).

Pictured are most of 
the Teder children:  

(front row) Jessica, Shawna, 
Javani, Jasmine, Kaneshia, 

(back row) Amanda, Kristina, 
Matthew, Cameron, Joe, Jon, 

Steven, Joshua, David, 
and Mike Jr.



10 11

News

A big thumbs-up from the COA
Catholic Charities has earned reaccreditation through December 2013 after passing a 
comprehensive site review by the Council on Accreditation (COA) in June.

“Meeting the high standards of the COA entails a tremendous amount of work for all staff 
members, yet it proves that we’ve done very good work and have met the best-practice 
standards,” says Catholic Charities Executive Director Debbie Schmidt. “And because we 
meet the accreditation standards, we’re able to receive higher reimbursement rates for some 
of our state contracts. I want to thank the board of directors for its participation during  
the site review.”

An All-American effort
On June 16, Catholic Charities Executive Director Debbie Schmidt and Refugee Resettlement 
Services Director Nyein Chan and 21 other members of the Fort Wayne community flew  
to Tampa, Florida, for the National Civic League’s 60th Annual All-America City awards 
presentation. Fort Wayne was one of 10 cities to receive the All-America City award for 
2009, based in large part on the community’s efforts on behalf of refugees. 

“This was an exciting time, with 38 other communities invited to 
participate at the All-America City awards,” Schmidt says. “We spent 
several weeks prior to going to Tampa practicing the presentation at 
the City-County Building and the Grand Wayne Center.”   

A very positive meeting
In August, Catholic Charities hosted five individuals  
from the Office of Refugee Resettlement, a division  
of the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services. Catholic Charities staff members 
participated in interviews over a two-and-a-half day 
period and facilitated meetings with the community 
and officials from Refugee and Resettlement. “This 
was a very positive meeting for the agency and the 
community,” says Catholic Charities Executive Director 
Debbie Schmidt.

Remember us when you’re online
The need for the services we provide is always greater than our resources. You can help 
us maintain our quality services for families and individuals instantly by giving at our  
Web site, www.ccfwsb.org. At the bottom right of our home page, you’ll find the  
“Give Now” button. Just click, and you’ll be directed to a secure PayPal form.  
Thank you for your generosity.

Wish list
Catholic Charities has an ongoing need for new and gently used items. 
If you have something to contribute, please contact Jo Fisher in South Bend 
at (574) 234-3111, ext. 33, or call Tamiko Rippie in Fort Wayne at (260) 422-5625, 
ext. 244.

Adoption/Pregnancy/
ECHO 
•	Diapers (all sizes)	
•	Baby items, especially  
	 infant car seats and  
	 Pack ‘N’ Plays
•	Baby clothing
•	Gently used  
	 maternity clothes
•	Books for children

Brief Services
•	Sanitary napkins	
•	Shampoo	 	
•	Deodorant	 	
•	Toothpaste
•	Diapers (4’s, 5’s,  
	 and 6’s)	
•	Detergent
•	Paper products

Children’s Cottage
•	Computers
•	Art easels 
•	Bulletin boards
•	Kitchen towels

Counseling
•	Bus tokens for  
	 appointments

Food pantry  
(South Bend)
•	Nonperishable  
	 food items
•	Paper products
•	Gallon-size freezer and  
	 storage Ziploc bags
•	OSHA-approved step  
	 stool or step ladder

 
 

•	Containers with lids  
	 (1/2-, 1-, and  
	 2-pound sizes)
•	Cookbooks
•	Gift cards
•	Plastic bags
•	Storage bins  
	 (17-gallon) with lids

Immigration (FW)
•	Citizenship tool kit  
	 for new test	

Immigration (SB)
•	World map for office 	
	 wall to mark where 	
	 clients originate
 
Refugee Job 
Development
•	Men’s blazers  
	 (small and medium) 
•	Men’s dress pants  
	 (small and medium)

RSVP (Auburn)
•	Yarn
•	Mittens and gloves
•	Canned food	 	
•	Paper products
• Personal-hygiene  
	 products
•	Dish soap
•	Laundry soap
•	Donations for  
	 spring auction
•	Sewing machine
•	Thread

RSVP (Elkhart)
•	Vacuum cleaner
•  Cleaning supplies
•	Auction donations	
•	Thread
•	Garage sale 	  
	 donations	
•	Sewing machine
•	Storage cabinet

RSVP (St. Joseph)
•	General tools  
	 (hammers, pliers, 
	 wrenches, etc.)
•	Yard tools  
	 (shovels, rakes, etc.)

Senior AIDES
•	Gently used  
	 blue blazers	
•	Gently used  
	 matching ties		
•	Shoes (all sizes)
•  Shoe polish  
	 (all colors)	  
•	Gently used dresses  
	 or women’s suits
•	Bus passes	
 
Villa of the Woods
•	Carpet cleaner		
•	Walk-off rug	 	
•	Colored markers  
	 and crayons		
•	Red and green pens	
•	Bed pillows	
•	Paper shredder

In January 2009, the 
Indiana Adoption Program 
underwent major changes. 

Read about them on the Indiana 
Department of Child Services 
Web pages at www.IN.gov. 

Did you 
know?
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Lending a hand

Make this Christmas special for others
Catholic Charities is again seeking individuals, families, businesses, and other organizations 
that want to share their good fortune with the less fortunate by sponsoring 
Christmas for families in need.

The agency was able to help 56 families enjoy a brighter holiday season last 
year, but so far this year, offers to sponsor families have decreased 
significantly, says Community Services Supervisor Theresa Teders.

“We’ll need many more sponsors if we’re to even approach the number of families 
we helped last year,” Theresa says. “Some of the families who traditionally sponsor 
families in need are finding themselves affected by the poor economy and are struggling 
to make ends meet.

“We adults can do without gifts and some of the other niceties associated with the 
Christmas season, but children shouldn’t have to do that,” Theresa adds. “So we hope 
additional sponsors will step forward to help us make this Christmas the special time  
it’s meant to be.”

For the Christmas program, caseworkers in all Catholic Charities programs nominate 
families for sponsorship. Sponsors then receive information that help them shop: ages of 
family members, clothing sizes, lists of things they’d really like to have, and lists of things 
they really need, such as household or baby items. Sponsors can then shop for the items 
listed, or provide gift cards to use at area retailers.

To learn more about sponsoring a family, call Theresa at (260) 422-5625, ext. 264.

Upcoming events
Immigration (Fort Wayne)
In December, the third section of 
citizenship classes will meet every 
Wednesday from 4 to 6 p.m. at  
Catholic Charities.

From February 3 through March 24, 
citizenship classes will meet every 
Wednesday from 4 to 6 p.m. at  
Catholic Charities. For more 
information, contact Luz Ostrognai  
at (260) 422-5625, ext. 225.

Immigration (South Bend)
This year’s last four weeks of evening 
English-as-a-second-language classes 
will meet on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
in December from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.  
at Catholic Charities.

Morning ESL classes (10 until noon) 
and a new round of evening ESL 
classes (5:30 to 7:30) will be offered  
on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 
January 5 through March 11 at  
Catholic Charities.

Beginning January 7 and running 
through February 25, morning 
citizenship classes will be offered  
on Thursdays from 9 to 10:30, and 
evening citizenship classes will be 
offered on Wednesdays from  
5:30 to 7 at Catholic Charities.

Students from St. Mary’s College,  
the Notre Dame School of Law, and 
Indiana University South Bend are 
currently assisting in the presentation 
of classes. For more information  
on ESL and citizenship classes in  
South Bend, contact Courtney Presson 
at (574) 234-3111, ext. 32. 

Family Services (Fort Wayne)
The Adoption Program will have  
a booth at the annual Adoption 
Celebration hosted by radio station 
Star 88.3. This year’s celebration will 
be held on Sunday, November 8, at  
Life Bridge Church, 12719 Corbin Road. 
This free event begins at 6 p.m.  
If adoption is part of your family,  
come and celebrate with other families. 
If you’re looking for more information 
on adoption, this is the place to be.

Children’s Cottage (Fort Wayne)
Upcoming events at the early learning 
center include:

	 •	December 10— Parent Meeting

	 •	December 17— Policy Council  
		  Meeting (Head Start)

	 •	December— Christmas Party

	 •	 January 11-15— Spirit Week

	 •	 January 14— Policy Council

	 •	February 12— Valentines Party

	 •	February 16-19— Spirit Week

	 •	February 18— Policy Council
Give the Gift of Warmth
Catholic Charities is again asking for your generous help with the Gift of Warmth, a 
program joining the agency and the Northern Indiana Public Service Company (NIPSCO). 
Last winter, Catholic Charities and NIPSCO teamed up to provide heating-bill assistance 
to 185 families. 

The Gift of Warmth is an annual program that assists people who have fallen behind on 
their gas bills and face disconnection or have already been disconnected. Catholic Charities 
pays one-half of the outstanding bill, while NIPSCO pays the remainder.	

“While heating bills can be a strain on any family’s budget, they can present an insurmountable 
obstacle for many families, especially during these tough economic times,” says Catholic 
Charities Assistant Director Lisa Young. “For some families, it actually comes down to 
deciding whether they should pay their heating bills or buy food. That’s a decision no one 

should have to make, but the choice is an obvious one, and that’s why  
so many people find themselves in arrears and facing disconnection.”

If you’d like to help, please specify that your 
contribution is for the Gift of Warmth, a 

separate fundraising effort. To learn more, 
call Lisa at (260) 422-5625, ext. 287.November is 

National 
Adoption Month.

Did you 
know?
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Thanks to our donors  July 1, 2009 – September 30, 2009

Marge Abramowski
Linda Alvarez
David Andersen
Philip Andorfer
Brad & Kathy Bakle
Barbara Becker
Tom & Jenny Behrns 
Elsie Billisitz
Phil & Cindy Black
Sue Blasko
Victor & Judith Bobay
Gregory Bonahoom
Edward & Berneice Bott
Bryson Braasch
Julie Brinneman
Janine Brown
Lyndsay Brown
Penny Bryan
Andrew Buday
Andrea Buday
Barbara Burch
Mike & Julie Carr
Michael & Michelle 		
	 Castleman
Carol Cavell
Robert Christen
Diane Coleman
Bruce Cuttitta
Julian Demoya
Kathy Denice
Tom & Mary Dickson
Joseph Didier
Paul & Anna Dits
Shanie Dittus Stout
John Doherty
Bernard & Eleanor Drerup
Shelia Dwyer
Duane Eby
Mike Elenwood
Employees of  
	 Our Sunday Visitor	
Employees of  
	 UT Electronic Controls	
Kim & Brian Emrich
Kim Enyart
Estate of Richard Flory	
First United  
	 Methodist Church	
Carol Fleger
Ft. Wayne Hotel & 		
	 Conference Center	
Tom & Jackie Foster
Mark & Cindy Foust
Freistroffer Appraisal  
	 Service	
Elizabeth Fuze
Julie Garcia
Gary Gardner
Patrick & Lavonne 		
	 Geradot
Michael & Carol Gibson
Neil & Margaret 		
	 Gloudemans
Brian Gordy
Virginia Graham Ly
Paul Greaf
Joellen Gross
Sarah Haffele
Nancy Hagar
Robert & Elsie Hammond
Roger & Patricia Harber
James Haw

Francis C. Henry
Kathleen Herald
Colette Herron
Jim Holmes
Pat & Karen Houlihan
Kathie & Dave Howard
Mike Hudecek
Virgil & Geraldine 		
	 Huguenard
Diane Humphrey
Sarah Hennefeld
Son Huynk
Anthony & Ilene Iott
Egbert Jarboe
Brenda Jenkins
Alicia Johnson
Thomas L.	Jones
Thomas &Toni Keller
Kathleen Kelly
Gloria Kemp
June Kemp
Ellen Kennedy
Michelle Kerry 
Sarah Key
Sue Kieffer
Edward Klotz
Knights of Columbus 		
	 Council #12741	
Knights of Columbus 		
	 Council #5570	
Paul Koehler
Roger & Janet Kruk
John & Judith Kruk
Emily Larue
Perry Leavell
George Lebamoff
Genelle Lee
Ned Lee
James & Carolyn Leeper
Edwina Lenz
Al Lichstin
Jerome & Victoria Lodyga
Michael Lothamer
George & Pauline Lueken
Karen Magdich
Richard & Elizabeth 		
	 Malmstrom
Don Marqueling
Judy Maxwell
Brian & Lori McComb
Harry & Betty McKee
Denny & Ruth Miesli
Donald & Laura Miller
Mike Mourey
Theresa Mozzone
Barbara Myers
Rosalie Naltner
Deb & Tim Newlin
David & Mary Pat Nichols
The Nichols Company	
Carolyn Nimtz
Dominic & Erin Norton
Kelly Nusbaum
Linda Okleshen
Mary A. Ort
Beverly Petrie
Poor Handmaids of  
	 Jesus Christ	
Richard & Clara Powell
Nora & Kurt Pylant
Nancy Pyle
Tammy Remesnik

Richard J. Renninger
Andrew Rider
Marlene J. Roman
Cindy Rose
Gregory & Cynthia Rose
Theresa Roussel
Keith Riupp
Kathy Ryan
Elfriede Samuel
Janine Schenkel
Renee Schiebel
Debra Schmidt	
Bonita M. Schnelker
Schultheis Agency	
Mary Shaw
Tonya Shea
Jim Holmes	
Sheila Swyer
Bob & Mary Sims
Greg Slee
Coleeen Snyder
St. Jude Parish	
Social Action Committee
Timothy & Shirley Sorg
Kara Squires
State Employees 		
	 Community Campaign	
Deb & Tim	Sterling
Mary Ann & Dennis 		
	 Sullivan
Joseph & Madeleine 		
	 Thompson
Zane & Jane Trinkley
Stephen & Betsy Ueber
Amy Umrel
Amber Vachon
Kevin Van DeVoorde
Shawn Van Pelt
Tom Vodde
Marcia Wagner
Norm Walker
Mattress Warehouse	
Michael & Carol Weber
Vicki Welch
Mark Willington
Pauline Wilmont
Jerry Witte
Joey Wyss
Therese Yankowiak
Gary Yarde
Darryl Yost
Mike Ziembro
Shelia Zoretich

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Churches	
Blessed Sacrament, Albion
Cathedral of the 		
	 Immaculate  
	 Conception,  
	 Ft. Wayne
Christ the King,		
	 South Bend
Corpus Christi,		
	 South Bend
Faith, Hope,  
	 Charity Chapel,		
	 South Bend
Holy Cross, South Bend
Holy Family, South Bend
Immaculate Conception,	
	 Auburn
Immaculate Conception,	
	 Ege
Immaculate Conception,	
	 Kendallville
Little Flower, South Bend
Most Precious Blood, 
	 Ft. Wayne
Our Lady of  
	 Good Hope, 
	 Ft. Wayne
Our Lady of Guadalupe,	
	 Warsaw
Our Lady of Hungary,	
	 South Bend
Queen of Angels, 
	 Ft. Wayne
Queen of Peace,		
	 Mishawaka
Sacred Heart, Ft. Wayne
Sacred Heart, 
	 Notre Dame
Sacred Heart, Warsaw
Sacred Heart of Jesus,	
	 South Bend
St. Peter and Paul,		
	 Huntington
St. Pius X, Granger
St. Adalbert, South Bend
St. Aloysius, Yoder
St. Anthony de Padua,	
	 Angola
St. Anthony de Padua,	
	 South Bend
St. Augustine,  
	 South Bend
St. Bavo, Mishawaka
St. Bernard, Wabash
St. Casimir, South Bend
St. Catherine of 		
	 Alexandria, Roanoke
St. Charles Borromeo,	
	 Ft. Wayne
St. Dominic, Bremen
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, 	
	 Ft. Wayne
St. Francis Xavier, 		
	 Pierceton
St. Gaspar Del Bufalo, 	
	 Rome City
St. Hedwig, South Bend
St. Henry, Ft. Wayne
St. John Bosco, 		
	 Churubusco
St. John the Baptist,	  
	 Ft. Wayne

Donations made  
in memory of:

The following commemorative gifts were received 
between July 1 and September 30, 2009.

Steve Billisitz 	 	
	 By Elsie Billisitz
	
Ann E. Gotschall	  
	 By Arlington Bridge Club
	 By Tim Colone
	 By Barbara Erb
	 By Fabijan & Agnes Gabrek
	 By Christel Gotschall
	 By William & Joan Gotschall
	 By Edwin & Anne Lovett
	 By Mr. & Mrs. R.C. Martin
	 By Timothy & Deborah Perry
	 By David & Lynne Pollitrone
	 By Barbara Streicher
	 By Donna Windmiller

Patrick Houk	  
	 By James & Agnes Houk
	
Antonie Jolgren	  
	 By Elizabeth Borger
	 By John & Dinae Martin
	 By Madeline Wild & Family
	 By Dave & Karen Pfister
	
The Lassus Brothers	 
	 By Anonymous Donor
	
Margaret Yukas	  
	 By Harry & Marcie Niemer

Franig P. Talarico	  
	 By Patricia Meachum

Our wedding guests	 
	 By Mike Hudecek and Chris Starr

Marriage of Mike Hudecek and Chris Starr			 
	 By Lewis & Regina Starr

Mick Lomont’s 70th Birthday	  
	 By Michael & Michelle Castleman

Marie Pyszkiewicz	  
	 By Elsie Bilisitz

Megan Ryan 	  
	 By Kathy Ryan

50th Anniversary of Charles and Ann Marie Wilson	 	
	 By William & Louise Warshauer

Jim W.
	 By Kevin Van DeVoorde

Rayola B. Talarico
	 By Patricia Meachum

Donations made  
in honor of:

St. John the Baptist,		
	 New Haven
St. John the Baptist,		
	 South Bend
St. John the Evangelist,	
	 Goshen
St. Joseph, Bluffton
St. Joseph,		
	 Brooklyn Ave., Ft. Wayne
St. Joseph, Garrett
St. Joseph	Hessen Cassel,  
	 Ft. Wayne
St. Joseph, La Grange
St. Joseph, Mishawaka
St. Joseph, Roanoke
St. Joseph, South Bend
St. Jude, Ft. Wayne
St. Jude, South Bend
St. Louis Besancon, 		
	 New Haven
St. Martin de Porres,		
	 Syracuse
St. Mary, Ft. Wayne
St. Mary, Huntington
St. Mary of the 		
	 Annunciation, Bristol
St. Mary of the 		
	 Assumption, Avilla
St. Mary of the 		
	 Assumption, Decatur
St. Mary of the  
	 Lake Culver
St. Mary of the 		
	 Presentation, Geneva
St. Mathew Cathedral, 	
	 South Bend
St. Michael, Plymouth
St. Michael the 		
	 Archangel, Waterloo
St. Michael Ukranian 	
	 Catholic Church, 		
	 Byzantine Rite		
	 Mishawaka
St. Monica, Mishawaka
St. Patrick, Arcola
St. Patrick, Ft. Wayne
St. Patrick, Ligonier
St. Patrick, South Bend
St. Patrick, Walkerton
St. Paul Chapel, Angola
St. Paul of the Cross, 	
	 Columbia City
St. Peter, Ft. Wayne
St. Robert Ballarmine,	
	 North Manchester
St. Rose of Lima, 		
	 Monroeville
St. Stanislaus, South Bend
St. Stanislaus Kostka,	
	 New Carlisle
St. Therese, Ft. Wayne
St. Thomas the Apostle, 	
	 Elkhart
St. Vincent de Paul, 		
	 Elkhart
St. Vincent de Paul,		
	 Ft. Wayne
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Catholic Charities celebrates the spirit of Jesus and fosters personal dignity by serving the needs of our neighbors. Catholic 
Charities serves those in need with special emphasis on the most vulnerable populations—the poor, disabled, migrants, elderly, 
and children. The agency is committed to improving the quality of life for individuals, the family, and the community.

Copyright © 2009 Catholic Charities. Published quarterly for friends, supporters, and staff of Catholic 
Charities, a nonprofit organization, Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend, Indiana. Articles may be 
reproduced with proper attribution. Phone: (260) 422-5625 • Fax: (260) 422-5657 Catholic Charities  
is supported by contributions from United Ways in Allen, DeKalb, LaGrange, Noble, Steuben, and  
St. Joseph counties.

We would 

like to thank  

Bishop John M. D’Arcy  

for his years of support  

for Catholic Charities  

and welcome  

Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades  

to the diocese.


