
Rafael Zamudio is no exception. At the age of 16, he left  
his home and family in Mexico to join a brother living in  
Fort Wayne. He came with two goals in mind: to pursue  
a brighter future for himself and to provide for the parents 
and siblings he left behind.

Persistence 
Despite the fact that he didn’t speak a word of English, Rafael 
was able to obtain employment within two weeks of his 
arrival. But then, hard work was nothing new to Rafael. 
Despite his parents’ best intentions, they just weren’t able to 
provide for their children, leaving Rafael to fend for himself 
from the time he was a child.

It’s a life he doesn’t want his three children to experience —
ever. That’s why he’s working hard to pursue his United 
States citizenship, a goal he hopes to achieve with Catholic 
Charities’ help. The sole provider for his family, he will do 
whatever it takes to make sure his three daughters have a 
stable life. 

… ���continued on page 2
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Persistence. Determination. Bravery. 
These are just a few of the words that 
describe many people who come to the 
United States seeking a better life for 
themselves and their families. 

Home of the brave
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Determination 
It hasn’t been easy. A victim of domestic 
violence, Rafael experienced verbal and 
physical abuse at the hands of his American 
wife. Through the Violence Against Women 
Act, he has been able to reach out for help as 
he now raises his girls alone. “Most people 
don’t realize that men can be victims of 
domestic violence, too,” says Luz Ostrognai, 
immigration supervisor. When his wife gave 
him full custody of their three daughters,  
he knew he had to take steps to attain 
permanent residency (a green card), so he 
could legally provide for his children. “Their 
dad is their hero,” says Luz. “He’s the only 
thing they have, and he’s taking steps to 
make sure that’s enough.”

Bravery 
As a victim of domestic violence, Rafael is 
not alone. Unfortunately for male immigrants, 
abuse at the hands of their wives is more 
common than many people realize, especially 
among Hispanic men. Although they may 
find the situation too embarrassing to  
share, Rafael encourages men in similar 
circumstances to reach out for help. “Don’t let 
that happen to you,” he says. “There is always 
a solution, but you have to speak up first.”

Integrity 
Yes, determination, persistence, and bravery 
describe Rafael’s journey. But those words in 
and of themselves don’t give the full picture. 
In order to fully understand this strong young 
man, we need to add the word “integrity”  
to his list of character traits. Says Luz, “In  

my 13 years of working at Catholic Charities,  
I have never seen such a wonderful, loving, 
and dedicated single father. Even though he 
is only 27 years old, his responsibility toward 
his daughters is beyond words.” 

Luz continues, “One of the reasons we were 
able to help Rafael is because of his good 
moral character. This is a wonderful, 
beautiful country, but you can’t take anything 
for granted. You have to know and follow  
the rules.” In that, Luz has no doubt Rafael 
will succeed. “I am sure he will be just fine, 
because he understands that you have to  
do the right thing and act accordingly if you 
want something in the future.”

For his part, Rafael is grateful for Catholic 
Charities’ help as he pursues his citizenship. 

“I want to live and work in the United States 
for the rest of my life,” he says, “so I can be  
a productive member of society and give  
my girls the chance for the education I never 
had.” Will the United States truly become 

“the land of the free and the home of the 
brave” for Rafael Zamudio? Time will tell,  
but one thing is certain. If persistence, 
determination, and integrity are any 
indication, this is one man who has  
already passed the test. n

Note: The fees for our immigration services 
cover only a small portion of the costs for  
this program. If you’d like to help even more 
immigrants realize their dream of becoming 
United States citizens, please consider 
making a contribution today!

The need for donations at Catholic Charities’ two food pantries in 
Auburn and South Bend continues to grow, especially with the end of 
the school year.

“The need actually increases over the summer months when kids are 
out of school,” says Claire Coleman, Catholic Charities West Region 
director. “Families with low incomes qualify for free or reduced-cost 
school meals. When kids from those families aren’t attending school 
during the summer, there might not be enough food in the house  
for them.”

Important donations include nonperishable items such as canned and dry goods, frozen meat, 
and fresh vegetables and fruit. Household and personal-care items are also welcome donations.

To learn more about how you can help in the South Bend area, contact Claire at (574) 234-3111, 
ext. 33. To contact the Community of Caring Food Pantry in Auburn, call (260) 925-0917.

School’s not out for pantry donations
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Here’s to dads everywhere
Dear Friends, 

On behalf of Catholic Charities, I want to wish 
all fathers and grandfathers in our Diocese a 
happy Father’s Day! Last month, Catholic 
Charities launched an appeal focused on 
supporting hard-working, self-sacrificing 
mothers. In this letter, I want to acknowledge 
how much we also appreciate and value the 
role fathers play in family life. 

When I walk through the lobby of Catholic 
Charities, it always puts a smile on my  
face to see fathers, uncles, and brothers 
accompanying mothers and sisters to 
appointments, holding babies, and keeping 
little ones occupied while they wait. I usually 
don’t know them, and they likely have no idea 
who I am, either. Still, I feel it’s important to 
meet their gaze and smile warmly to show 
my appreciation for their support of the 
women and children in their lives. We always 
want fathers as well as mothers to feel 
welcomed at Catholic Charities. 

My “smile at everyone you see, whether you 
know them or not” custom stems not from  
a suggestion, but rather a requirement 
established by my mother and father for their 
five children. My mother, a wonderfully 
devout Catholic woman, taught us how to 
pray the Rosary and always encouraged us  
to pray for others. Mother also ensured that 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus, statues of Mary, 
and crucifixes were placed prominently in  
our home as symbols of our Catholic faith. 
They reminded us that Jesus is always with 
us and supported our prayer life.

My father’s faith wasn’t always displayed as 
openly as my mother’s, but because of the 
remarkable way my father treated other 
people, I consider Dad one of my greatest 
Catholic role models. When I was young, the 
fact that my father routinely brought 
strangers from all walks of life home to use 
our shower, join us for dinner, or stay for the 
night seemed—well, frankly—a little weird. 

No one else’s father 
did that. Mom fully 
supported Dad in this 
way of serving others, 
and both Mom and 
Dad would cook for 
our “guests” and 
converse with them 
as if we had known 
them for years. 

As I grew older, I became aware of the fact 
that not all of our unexpected guests were in 
need of clean clothes, a hot meal, or a place 
to rest. Some of them were financially well off 
but in need of spiritual sustenance. What my 
father had to offer them was not always 
tangible, but I believe it was always needed 
and appreciated.

My Dad was also highly patriotic, born in  
the United States as the second son of 
immigrant parents. He served in the Marine 
Corps, was a Korean War veteran, and was 
the proudest American citizen I’ve ever 
known. He encouraged love of family, love of 
neighbor, and appreciation for every blessing. 
My father always told us as long as there is a 
roof over your head and a meal on your table, 
you are blessed, and when you are blessed, 
you should share your blessings with others 
who don’t have as much.   

My faith is the foundation for my service at 
Catholic Charities. This month, the month of 
my father’s birth and the month in which we 
celebrate everyone’s “Dad,” I’m proud to say 
that I learned from one of the best how to 
demonstrate my faith to others. Thanks, Dad. 
Rest in the peace of Our Lord. 

Yours in Christ, 

 
Gloria Whitcraft, Executive Director

Did you know?
Between January 1 and March 31, Hoosier Corps volunteers in Region 3 provided 964 hours of 
volunteer service. 
 
The RSVP of DeKalb, LaGrange, Noble, and Steuben Counties Share the Warmth program collected 
and distributed more than 1,200 coats and more than 600 hats, scarves, and sets of gloves and mittens 
to those in need this winter.
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Thank you to all who gave from Jan. 1 through April 30, 2014.
GRANTS, TRUSTS, 
ESTATES, & 
FOUNDATIONS
Theresa E. Cary  
	 Revocable Trust
James E. Davis Trust
Dekalb County  
	 Community Foundation
Curt W. Fuhs Trust
Richard Doermer Estate
Foellinger Foundation
GE Foundation
Hutzell Foundation
Frederick P. Josok Estate
Estate of  
	 Stan & Janet Kessler
JP Morgan Chase  
	 Foundation
Aloyse C. Moritz  
	 Charitable Fund
Alice Oser Trust
Reitter Family Foundation
St. Joseph Community  
	 Health Foundation
David and Patricia  
	 Schubert Fund
United Way, Allen County
United Way, Central Indiana
United Way, Dekalb County
United Way, Elkhart County
United Way,  
	 Greater LaPorte County
United Way,  
	 Greater Lehigh Valley
United Way,  
	 Greater Philadelphia
United Way,  
	 Huntington County
United Way,  
	 St. Joseph County
United Way,  
	 Steuben County
United Way, Suncoast
United Way, Toledo
Walsh, Percy Hammond  
	 Foundation

DONORS 
AARP	
Donald & JoAnne Adams
Allied Physical Therapy	
American Senior  
	 Communities
David Andersen
Anthony Wayne Area  
	 Boy Scouts,  
	 Chuck Walker
Daniel Archambeault	
John Armacost	

Thomas & Rosalind  
	 Armstrong
Brian Art	
Asera Care	
Auburn Kiwanis, Lili Hand
Thomas & Barbara Ault	
Jeffrey Bachmann	
Donald & Carol Baker	
Michael Barnes	
Cecilia Bauters	
Mary Belmonte	
Michael Benassi	
Dennis Berg	
Adam Berger	
Between The Buns	
Rebecca Biesbrouck	
John Bireley	
Susan Bisig	
James & Monet Blackburn
Gary Blacketor	
Bob Evans Restaurant, 
	 Roseland	
Catherine Bondurant	
Kristen Bonelli	
Theresa Borich	
John & M Bougher	
Boy Scouts LaSalle Council,  
	 Algonquin District	
Mark & Lorraine Brattoli
Stephen Britton	
David Bruckbauer	
Julie Buck	
Thomas Bullock, Jr.	
Thomas Burish	
David & Dorothy Burkhart
Michael Burmeister	
John Campbell	
Caption Call	
Jeremy Cattaneo	
Rudy & Monica Cherniak
Thomas Christman	
Dennis Cichowicz	
Patrick Cleary	
Shelley Clinger	
Rosemary Coffman	
Del & Carolyn Conrad	
James Conroy	
Dinali Cooray	
Richard & Theresa  
	 Copenhaver	
Nancy Coughlin	
Brian & Amy Coughlin	
Gregory Cress	
Culver’s Restaurant	
DABA Soup Kick off,		
	 Kristi Moeller
Joseph & Dene Dahm	
John & Susan Dampeer
Mary Danner	

Darr & Associates	
Amanda Davis	
Audrey Davis	
Keith Davis	
Kathy Denice	
Dept. of Child Services,		
	 Wes Husselman
Steve & Ruthanne DeWald
Burt & Elsie Dickman	
David Didier	
Joseph Didier	
Paul and Ana Dits	
Doc Pierce’s Restaurant
Paul Dockery	
Timothy Dolezal	
Downtown Auburn  
	 Business Association	
Gregory Doyle	
Patrick Doyle	
Dunkin Donuts	
Richard Dunne	
Eckhart Public Library, 
 	 Patti Davis
Nancy & Raymond Elseser
Jennifer Engdahl	
Barbie Ernsperger	
Rev. Edward Erpelding	
David Fagerberg	
Family Foot Care Clinic	
Richard Farrell	
Patrick Farrell	
Larry & Judy Farver	
Bill Feighery	
Nicholas Ferraro	
Judy Finkler	
Michael Fitzpatrick	
Timothy Flanagan	
Patricia Fleischman	
Wallace Fleming  
	 Barber Shop  
Patrick Flynn	
Carl & Vicky Foltz	
Annmarie Forman	
Margaret Freiburger	
Walter Fuller	
Richard Gajdos	
George & Patricia Ganser
Esteban & Tania Garcia	
Geri Garrard	
Todd Gerardot	
Don & Sandy Getts	
Dale Gick	
Lorraine Giltner	
Joe Goebel	
Pam Good	
Virginia Graham Ly	
Great Lakes Heating	
Sarah Greene	
Patricia Grogan	

Habitat For Humanity  
	 ReStore-South Bend
Hacienda Mexican  
	 Restaurants	
John & Sue Hackman	
Hair Crafters	
Hamilton Grove	
Robert & Elsie Hammond
Michael Handlin	
Matthew Harber	
Harbor Light Hospice	
Julie & Zach Hartz	
James Haw	
Pat Hayes	
Carolyn Henry	
Alejandro Hernandez	
Twilla Herr	
Carolyn Hess	
John & Catherine Hiler	
John Hilgenberg	
George Hill	
Margaret Hnatusko	
Marjorie Hohe	
Patrick Holdeman	
Home Instead Senior Care
Janice Hoopingarner	
Hoosier Business Directory,	
	 Kim Kelly
David Horvath	
Patrick & Karen Houlihan
Lynn Hubert	
Humana, Angela Wright
Mary Hurst	
Douglas Huyvaert	
Scott Imbus	
IQ Meats, Pat Imhoff
Vickie Irwin	
Florence Isaacs	
It Works, Debbie Lovell
Catherine Janowiak	
Pat Janson	
Kathleen Jaroszewski	
Cindy Jewett	
Robert & Stacey Johnson
Vera Johnson	
Charlotte Johnson	
Judy Jourdan	
Fred & Catherine Kagel	
Scott Kardys	
Jennifer Kasznia	
Victoria Kaufman	
James Keefer	
Shawn Kelley	
Paul Kempf	
Tim Kenesey	
John Kenney	
Cathy & Wayne Kessler	
Elizabeth Keszei	
Gregory Ketcham	

Donors

Thank you, SIRVA
When SIRVA Worldwide, Inc., a leading provider of relocation and moving solutions, 
recently closed an office in Illinois, they needed a place for an over abundance of office 
furniture. In a broad stroke of generosity, they chose to donate the extra furniture that 
they couldn’t use in their Fort Wayne office, giving it to local charities. 

This in-kind contribution has saved Catholic Charities thousands of dollars in meeting  
our office furniture needs—dollars that will now be available to benefit our clients 
instead of furnishing our new office. Thank you, SIRVA, for helping us serve those in 
need in our community!
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Donors

Sarah Key	
James Khamala	
Michelle Kindler	
King Gyros, South Bend	
	 Tom & Colleen Allen
Steve Kingsley	
David Kinniry	
Major & Pauline Klinker	
Kay Knapp	
Jim & Kassie Knopick	
Susan Kopinski	
Jacquelyn Kovach	
George Krivan	
John Kuczmanski	
Stephanie Kuruzar	
Maureen Lakin	
John & Marilyn Lalonde
Landigran Seely,
	 Carl, Margorie & Carol
Ken & Ann Lauer	
Irene Leahy	
James & Carolyn Leeper
Larry LeFevre	
Tracy Leopold	
John Paul Lichon	
Pamela Liddell	
David & Kathleen Litchfield
Jerome & Victoria Lodyga
Logan’s Roadhouse	
Dennis & Marsha Loney
Marten Trucking	
Timothy Martin	
James Martin	
Sherry Martinkowski	
Martin’s Supermarkets	
Pamela Maxwell	
Joanie May	
Patricia McAdams	
Tim & Sharon McEntee	
Michael McFarland	
Tessa McGann
Yolanda McGrady	
Joan McLane	
Christine McMillan	
Beth McMillen	
John McNarney	
Memorial Home Care	
Patricia Meuninck	
Mike’s Car Wash	
Frank & Denise Mikulski	
Susan Miller	
Patrick Miller	
Thomas Mnichowski	
Modern Woodsman of  
	 America, Hershel Erwin
Julie Moloney	
Michael Monahan	
Mashelle Monhaut	
Peter Moody	
Terrence Moore	
Karen Moscato	
Liz Mumford	
Pamela Nacci	
M & R Nelson	
Joseph and Patricia Ness
David & Mary Pat Nichols
Jerome Nix	
Timothy Noble	
Jeremy Noetzel	
Notre Dame  
	 Reclamation Program
Ken Nowacki	
Anthony Obringer	
Paul & Patricia Okuly	
Kim Osmanski	
Palmer Funeral Homes	
Andrew & Janet Papiernik
Edwin Papiez	
Andre Papillon	

Gladden Pappin	
Ryan Parent	
Amy Parrent	
Alyssa Patterson	
Willie T. Peacock	
Mark & Leslie Piazza	
Melissa Pierce	
Gregory Pike	
Poor Handmaids  
	 of Jesus Christ	
Mary Poppe	
Richard & Clara Powell	
Pre-Vet Club of the   
	 University of Notre Dame
Gisella Probst	
Psi Iota Xi, Sharon Hummer
Amber Pugh	
Ryan Pung	
Carol Rauch	
Martha Raugh	
Raymond James Financial
Frank Reilly	
Joseph Reitter	
Mary Rennecker	
Mark Robbins	
Rocco’s Restaurant	
Edward & Cynthia Roethele
Salon Rouge	
Kathryn Sappington	
Jeanette Saurer	
Charles & Margaret  
	 Savitskas
Jayne Schellinger	
Edward Schmieman	
Roy Schomburg	
Frederick Schreiber	
Schultheis Agency, Inc.	
Linda Scott	
Ann Seigel	
Samantha Sell	
Senior Life Newspaper	
James Shreiner	
Kelley Shrock	
Charles Shute	
Lourdes Silva	
Jacqueline Simmons	
Katherine Slupinski	
Mike & Rose Smith	
Justine Soboleski	
James Solomon	
Timothy Sorg	
Stephen & Jill Sosenheimer
St. Joseph Funeral Home
St. Joseph Visiting Nurses  
	 Association	
St. Joseph VNA	
St. Joseph’s Church 		
	 Hessen Cassel	
St. Vincent De Paul Society  
	 of St. Joseph County
Douglas Stafford	
Starbucks, Ireland Road
State Health Insurance  
	 Program	
Jennifer Staud	
John Staud	
Peter Stauss	
Steel Dynamics, Inc.	
Sterling Heritage Place  
	 at LaSalle Square	
Ann Strasser	
Frank Strzelecki	
Charles Summers	
Karen Surfus	
Donald & Linda Teusch	
The Nichols Company	
Dennis & Dianna Thelen
Mark Thurber	
Catherine Thurin	

James Till	
Tippecanoe Place  
	 Restaurant
Kathy Jo Tully	
Carolyn Umprovitch	
Dana Vamer	
Santos Velazquez	
Wilma Veldman	
Janice Verwilst	
Barbara Villarosa	
Brian Vitale	
Kathy Voirol	
Peter Volek	
Margaret Voorheis	
Marcia Wagner	
Norbert Wasikowski	
Richard Wavro	
West Edge Park LLC	
Dan & Carol Whisler	
Colin Willer	
Charles & Ann Marie Wilson
Wine & Canvas	
Cynthia Wirtner	
James Woodruff	
Diana Wozney	
Xocai Healthy Chocolates
Jeanne Zehr	
Brad Zielinski	
Babette Zielinski	
Charlotte Zircher		

 
 
DONATIONS MADE  
IN MEMORY OF
Thomas Davis  
By John & Cassandra Bruner

Joe Cira 
By Patrick & Sue Cira

The deceased members  
	 of the Houk family  
By James & K. Agnes Houk

James J. McLaughlin  
By Mary Kay McLaughlin

Juan Pablo Mares & Jose  
	 Feliciano Serna Trejo 
By Luis & Esthela Monroy

John S. Almassy, Sr. & 
	 Helen Almassy  
By John Almassy

Stephen Ueber  
By David & Donna Dent

Sarah J. Hake  
By Dale Hake

Kathy Mahoney 
By Dennis Mahoney

James Spieth 
By Stephanie Burkhart

Robert Meyers 
By Judi & Stanley Meyers

Nazareth Pieri  
By Margaret Pieri

Virgilene Rich 
By Gene & Lisa Miller	

Dolores Hill 
By George Hill	

Copenhaver &  
	 Haines Families 
By Richard & Theresa 
	 Copenhaver	

 

All those who have lost  
	 their lives while serving  
	 and protecting others 
By Joan Jordan

Irma A. Stoffelen  
By Larry & Jeanette Hauguel

Michael R. Andert 
By Margaret Andert	

Kathryn Goff 
By Andrew & Kathleen Goff

Eileen & Richard Connolly 
By Michael Connolly	

Gregory Ranly 
By Mary Ranly	

Angelita Fenker  
By George Hill

Curran Family 
By Eugene F. Curran	

Ruth & Russel Stieglitz 
By Richard Stieglitz	

Zeno Nix 
By Marilyn Nix

Phyllis Kulwicki 
By Stanley & Phyllis Kulwicki

Anthony Ostric 
By Simone Ostric

Faith Snodgrass 
By James Snodgrass

Linda J. Rice  
By Teresa & Robert Burke 
By Joyce Morrison 
By Jeremiah & Meredith  
	 Brown

Patrick Doyle’s parents 
By Patrick Doyle

 

DONATIONS MADE  
IN HONOR OF 
65th birthday,  
	 Donald Napoli  
By Lawrence & Constance  
	 Dygulski

CHURCHES 
Blessed Sacrament, Albion 
Cathedral of the  
	 Immaculate conception, 
	 Ft. Wayne 
Cedar Creek Church  
	 of Brethren, Garrett 
Christ the King, South Bend

Corpus Christi, South Bend
First United Methodist  
	 Church, Auburn
Holy Cross, South Bend
Holy Family, South Bend
Immaculate Conception,  
	 Auburn
Immaculate Conception, Ege
Immaculate Conception, 
	 Kendallville
Little Flower, South Bend
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Meese Chapel, Auburn
Most Precious Blood,  
	 Ft. Wayne
Our Lady of Good Hope,  
	 Ft. Wayne
Our Lady of Guadalupe,  
	 Warsaw
Our Lady of Hungary,  
	 South Bend
Pleasant Chapel Church  
	 of Brethren, Ashley
Queen of Angels, Ft. Wayne
Queen of Peace, Mishawaka
Robinson Chapel, Ft. Wayne
Sacred Heart, Ft. Wayne
Sacred Heart, Notre Dame
Sacred Heart, Warsaw
Sacred Heart of Jesus,  
	 South Bend
SS Peter and Paul,  
	 Huntington
St Pius X, Granger
St. Adalbert, South Bend
St. Aloysius, Yoder
St. Anthony de Padua,  
	 Angola
St. Anthony de Padua,  
	 South Bend
St. Augustine, South Bend
St. Bavo, Mishawaka
St. Bernard, Wabash

St. Casimir, South Bend
St. Catherine of Alexandria,  
	 Roanoke
St. Charles Borromeo,  
	 Ft. Wayne
St. Dominic, Bremen
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton,  
	 Ft. Wayne
St. Francis Xavier, Pierceton
St. Gaspar Del Bufalo,  
	 Rome City
St. Hedwig, South Bend
St. Henry, Ft. Wayne
St. John Bosco, Churubusco
St. John the Baptist, 
	 Ft. Wayne
St. John the Baptist,  
	 New Haven
St. John the Baptist,  
	 South Bend
St. John the Evangelist,	
	 Goshen
St. Joseph, Bluffton
St. Joseph, Brooklyn Ave.,  
	 Ft. Wayne
St. Joseph, Garrett
St. Joseph, Hessen Cassel,  
	 Ft. Wayne
St. Joseph, La Grange
St. Joseph, Mishawaka
St. Joseph, Roanoke

St. Joseph, South Bend
St. Jude, Ft. Wayne
St. Jude, South Bend
St. Louis Besancon, 
	 New Haven
St. Marks Lutheran Church,	
	 Auburn
St. Martin de Porres,  
	 Syracuse
St. Mary, Ft. Wayne
St. Mary, Huntington
St. Mary of the  
	 Annunciation, Bristol
St. Mary of the  
	 Assumption, Avilla
St. Mary of the  
	 Assumption, Decatur
St. Mary of the Lake, Culver
St. Mary of the  
	 Presentation, Geneva
St. Mathew Cathedral,		
	 South Bend
St. Michael, Plymouth
St. Michael the Archangel,	
	 Waterloo
St. Michael, Ukranian 
Catholic Church, Byzantine  
	 Rite, Mishawaka
St. Monica, Mishawaka
St. Patrick, Arcola
St. Patrick, Ft. Wayne

St. Patrick, Ligonier
St. Patrick, South Bend
St. Patrick, Walkerton
St. Paul Chapel, Angola
St. Paul of the Cross, 		
	 Columbia City
St. Peter, Ft. Wayne
St. Robert Ballarmine, 
	 North Manchester
St. Rose of Lima,  
	 Monroeville
St. Stanislaus, South Bend
St. Stanislaus Kostka,		
	 New Carlisle
St. Therese, Ft. Wayne
St. Thomas the Apostle,	
	 Elkhart
St. Vincent de Paul, Elkhart
St. Vincent de Paul,  
	 Ft. Wayne
St. Vincent de Paul, 
	 St. Joseph
The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-Day Saints,  
	 South Bend

The Villa: affordable living in a family atmosphere 
Residents at Villa of the Woods, Catholic 
Charities’ state-licensed residential 
community for older adults, love their 
community, and for many reasons: 
comfortable accommodations, a lovely 
environment inside and out, great food, fun 
activities, a caring staff, amenities that make 
for easy living—the list goes on. The 
atmosphere of friendship and family, 
however, may top that list.

“Our residential community is smaller than 
many others in our area, so there’s a real 
sense of family here,” says Villa of the 
Woods Residential Care Administrator Kathy 

Retzios. “Our residents develop wonderful 
friendships with one another and with 
members of our staff. And residents and 
their families have a voice in everything we 
do here, from the food to the activities.”

Catholic Charities’ mission at the Villa is  
to provide high-quality living at affordable 
rates for older adults in moderate- to low- 
income brackets. Fees include all meals, 
24-hour staffing, medication setup and 
delivery, housekeeping, linens, cable TV, 
Internet, and phone. All rooms are private 
and include a personal bath, individually 
controlled heating and air conditioning, and 

“Just so, your light must shine before others, that they may see your 
good deeds and glorify your heavenly Father.” – Matthew 5:16

It is with heavy hearts that we say, “Good bye,” to Pauline Klinker, a 
faithful volunteer at Catholic Charities, who passed away on May 5.

Over the last six years, Pauline, along with her sister and husband, traveled from Paulding, 
Ohio, to sort and organize donations for refugees. “They made sure everything was 
packaged nicely for each newly arrived family,” says Nyein Chan, resettlement services 
director. “She was a wonderful and dedicated volunteer and will be sorely missed.”

Farewell, Pauline
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The Villa: affordable living in a family atmosphere 
an emergency call system. What’s more, 
the Villa is part of a wooded residential 
area, and conveniently close to a bus 
line, a public library branch, and a 
shopping center. 

“Our standards are very high, and 
we’re always challenging ourselves to 
perform better,” Kathy says. “Members 
of our staff are dedicated to serving our 
residents. In fact, over 60 percent of our 
staff members have been with us for 14 
years or more. That means we maintain 
a level of consistency in our care and 
services that you won’t find in other 
residential communities.”

We need your help! It is your referrals 
that keep the rooms at the Villa filled. 
If you or someone you know would 
like to call the Villa “home sweet home,” 
please contact Kathy at (260) 745-7039 
or kretzios@ccfwsb.org. She’ll be 
happy to arrange a tour.

RSVP – St. Joseph/Elkhart 
Senior Conversation Series Luncheons will be 
offered from 11:30 a.m. until 1 p.m. on Friday, 
June 20, and on Friday, July 18, at the 
Waterford at Edison Lakes in Mishawaka.  
June will feature audiologist Dr. Pam Riley 
speaking about whole health and wellness 
during later years of life, and July will feature 
Humana Marketpoint discussing Medicare 
options for those who qualify. Contact Josh 
Story at (574) 234-3111 or jstory@ccfwsb.org.

The Elkhart County Senior Luncheon and Expo 
will be held on Thursday, October 30, at the 
Matterhorn Conference Center in Elkhart. The 
luncheon will run from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
followed by the expo from 1 until 3 p.m. Contact 
Josh Story at (574) 234-3111 or jstory@ccfwsb.org.

RSVP of DeKalb, LaGrange,  
Noble and Steuben Counties 
The 33rd Annual Quilt and Art Show and Sale 
will run from 9 a.m to 4 p.m. on Friday and 
Saturday, October 24-25, at the Immaculate 
Conception Catholic Church, 500 East 7th 
Street in Auburn. Pre-sale admission is $7.50. 
Nationally known artist Tim George, who has 
appeared on national TV and is known as  
Mr. Etch A Sketch, will provide the featured 
presentation on Saturday at 1 p.m. Raffle tickets 
will be available on the Autumn-theme sampler 
quilt. The Quilt Block Contest theme this year is 
“Baskets.” Contact RSVP at (260) 925-0917, 
rsvp@locl.net, or sjohnson@ccfwsb.org.

The RSVP Senior Expo will be held  
from 8 a.m. to noon on Thursday, November 13, 
at the Kendallville Event Center, 615 
Professional Way. The event will feature flu 
shots, blood screenings, Francine’s Friends 
Mobile Mammography Coach, and many 
organizations providing important information 
for older adults. Contact Terri Pfenning at  
(260) 925-0917 or tpfenning@ccfwsb.org. 

Villa of the Woods 
The Villa, 5610 Noll Avenue in Fort Wayne,  
will host “Getting Ready for the Holidays” on 
Saturday, October 25, from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. 
Various home-party groups such as Tastefully 
Simple, Pampered Chef, Mary Kay, Perfectly 
Posh, and Premiere Jewelry will have booths  
to demonstrate their products. Contact  
Kathy Retzios at (260) 745-7039 or  
kretzios@ccfwsb.org. 

Immigration in Fort Wayne 
Citizenship classes are offered every Tuesday 
from 4 to 6 p.m. Contact Bertha Spaulding  
at (260) 422-5625, ext. 282, or  
bspaulding@ccfwsb.org.

Christmas in South Bend 
Individuals, families, and groups are needed  
to sponsor children in need and low-income 
seniors at Christmas. Contact Barbara Burlingham 
at (574) 234-3111 or bburlingham@ccfwsb.org.

UPCOMING EVENTS
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